Opening Statement of the Honorable Doris O. Matsui

During Floor Consideration of H.R. 2454, the American Clean Energy and Security Act
Friday, June 26, 2009

M. Speaker, by direction of the Committee on Rules, I call up House Resolution 587 and ask for its immediate consideration.

…
For the purpose of debate only, I yield the customary 30 minutes to the gentleman from Texas, Mr. Sessions.  All time yielded during consideration of the rule is for debate only.  I ask unanimous consent that all Members have five legislative days within which to revise and extend their remarks and to insert extraneous materials into the Record.

…
I yield myself such time as I may consume.

M. Speaker.  H. Res. 587 provides a structured rule for consideration of H.R. 2454, the American Clean Energy and Security Act.  The resolution provides for three hours of general debate with two and one half hours controlled by the Committee on Energy and Commerce and 30 minutes controlled by the Committee on Ways and Means.

M. Speaker, from coast to coast we are seeing the effects of our changing climate.

Just last week, experts from 13 government agencies and several universities issued a new report on global climate change impacts in the United States.  Their analysis was clear… global warming is caused by human-induced emissions.

It is also already having visible impacts on the United States.

We are seeing these effects throughout our country…from increases in heavy storms…to rising sea levels.
From earlier snowmelt…to alterations in river flows.
These experts concluded that the negative effects of climate change will continue to worsen.
Climate change will combine with other air pollution…population growth…overuse of resources…and social, economic, and environmental stresses to create larger impacts that will be felt around the world and here at home.
For my constituents, this threat is very real ... and very urgent.

California’s Department of Water Resources projects that the Sierra Nevada snowpack will experience a 25 to 40 percent reduction by 2050.

These are not empty numbers.  As California’s climate warms, more of the Sierra Nevada’s watersheds will contribute to peak storm runoff.

High-frequency flood events are projected to increase as a result.
We have no choice but to adapt to these changing realities.

In Sacramento, we live at the confluence of two major rivers: the Sacramento and the American.

As global warming intensifies, scientists predict greater storm intensity that could forever change these rivers’ flow patterns.

This means that my district will have to cope with more direct runoff ... and more flooding.

I want to thank Chairman Waxman and Chairman Markey for working with me to ensure that this bill addresses California’s water needs in the context of climate change.

Allowances are distributed to States for urgent projects to help fight extreme weather and flooding.

These resources will be vital as we work to adapt to changing climates and more intense weather patterns.

In order to deal with these issues and with others that confront us all…the Energy & Commerce Committee has held countless hearings on energy and climate change policy over the past two and a half years.

This year alone, we have convened over a dozen hearings … and heard from numerous experts as well as national and international leaders.

In total, the Committee has held over 40 days of hearings on energy and climate change policy over the past two Congresses.
During these deliberations, over 300 witnesses testified, including 130 in this year alone.
Whether or not we all agree with Chairman Waxman and Chairman Markey on the issue of global warming ... and I personally do ... we should all applaud the work these two chairmen have done to get us here today.

This bill is not only an achievement for the American people…but also for our children and grandchildren.

By spurring a new era of clean energy jobs, this bill puts our economy on a new trajectory.
And because of this investment, our children and grandchildren will live in a country that is more sustainable…more economically viable…and more efficient than the country we live in today.

The legislation will create millions of new clean energy jobs…enhance America’s energy independence…and protect the environment.

Specifically, it requires electric utilities to meet 20% of their electricity demand through renewable energy sources and energy efficiency by 2020. 

It also invests in new clean energy technologies and energy efficiency, including energy efficiency and renewable energy…carbon capture and sequestration…and basic scientific research and development. 

It mandates new energy-saving standards for buildings, appliances, and industry. 

And it reduces carbon emissions from major U.S. sources by 17% by 2020 and over 80% by 2050.

These are the nationwide impacts of this groundbreaking legislation.

Part of the brilliance of the bill before us today, though, is that it also gives tools to local communities to fight climate change on their own.

One of the ways this bill does so is through the transportation sector.
Transportation accounts for 30 percent of the greenhouse gases emitted into the atmosphere each year.

Therefore, effective climate change legislation must include a transportation component if we are going to achieve the emission reductions levels that scientists say are vital to saving our planet.

I appreciated working with the committee on Section 222, which seeks to reduce greenhouse gas emissions through comprehensive transportation efficiency and land use planning.

The way we plan our communities and transportation systems has a real effect on how well we reduce emissions from transportation.

This legislation also protects consumers from energy price increases. 
According to estimates from the EPA, the reductions in carbon pollution required by the legislation will cost American families only 22 to 30 cents per day.

But fighting global warming is not just about preserving our current way of life.

It is also about creating a cleaner, stronger economy that will power the United States toward a clean-energy future.

EPA analysis shows that the nation’s gross domestic product would grow…from $13 trillion in 2008 to over $22 trillion in 2030…while deploying clean energy technology and reducing global warming pollution. 

And consumption…an economic measure of a household’s purchasing potential…would grow by 8% to 10% from 2010 to 2015…and 23% to 28% percent by 2030. 

With the American Clean Energy and Security Act, we are making smart investments.
We are giving entrepreneurs the tools they need to create clean energy jobs that demand American skills…and that put our country in a strong position to compete internationally.
M. Speaker, with the American Clean Energy and Security Act, we will show the rest of the world that America is back…and that we are ready to lead again.
I reserve the balance of my time.
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